SCOTTISH FA GRASSROOTS PITCH & FACILITIES FUND

PHASES 3 & 4 - CORE TERMS & CONDITIONS - 2023-2025

1.1.  Every award will be accompanied by a set of terms and conditions, with which the recipient of 
the award must comply.

1.2.  These terms and conditions will apply for a period of 25 years (the ‘prescription period’).
The main conditions that will apply to most awards are set out below. 

1.3. Other conditions may be added to awards made where specific circumstances dictate.

2.1.  Applications for funding must be approved before work begins. Retrospective applications will 
not be considered.
2.2.  The works proposed must be complete by 31 March 2023 and/or 31 March 2024, subject to any phasing plan associated with your project.
2.3.  Failure to complete the works proposed to take place in any phase year(s), as outlined within your application, by 31 March, will result in the withdrawal of funding.
3.1.  For MAINTAIN projects - all successful applicants will be required to appoint a specialist in the design and project management of sports surface projects to ensure the pitches are designed and delivered to a consistently high standard. The Scottish FA can provide contact details of a range of sports pitch consultants who can provide this service to applicants.

3.2.  For SUSTAIN projects - all successful applicants will be required to appoint a recognised electrical contractor holding the necessary industry accreditations, e.g. SELECT Scotland and/or the new Microgeneration Certification Scheme (MCS) accreditation, together with evidencable experience of delivering projects of the type applied for. The Scottish FA can provide limited signposting  advice on who can provide this service to SUSTAIN stream applicants given the specialist nature of the works involved.

3.3.  For ATTAIN projects - all successful applicants will be required to appoint a specialist design team to oversee all elements of the project from planning, design, procurement and overall management of the project from initiation, through the main construction phase and on to full completion. The Scottish FA can provide limited advice on who can provide this service to ATTAIN stream applicants given the specialist nature of the works involved.

The design team must ensure all necessary statutory consents, insurances and all other requirements associated with ‘new build’ infrastructure projects are in place and safely, effectively and efficiently managed throughout the related contract of works. The Scottish FA can provide limited signposting advice on who can provide this service to SUSTAIN stream applicants given the more specialist nature of the works involved.

4.1. The award must be used for the purpose set out in the approved application made to us and 
is non-transferrable.

4.2. Any amendment or variation to the project must be with Scottish FA prior written agreement. 

4.3. Where the purpose of the project or its ownership or the legal identity of the applicant changes at any time throughout the duration of an award, you must submit another application for Scottish FA consideration.

5. No significant change may be made to the project plans or specifications, or constitution, the 
project’s management arrangements, the agreed programme of use of the facility, or the 
security of tenure arrangements, without the prior written agreement of the Scottish FA.

6. You must inform us fully and immediately in writing of any material changes relating to the 
structure or circumstances of your organisation or the funded facility.

7. The award will support the actual expenditure only on the items identified in the approved 
application and will not be increased in any circumstances.

8. The contract price should be obtained as the result of competitive tendering by a minimum of 
three contractors/suppliers.

9. You are responsible for obtaining Planning Permission(s) and Building Warrant(s) where appropriate and displaying them to the Scottish FA for approval before the project commences.

10. You must ensure that adequate insurance cover (public and employer’s liability and all-risks 
insurance) is taken out and maintained during the building contract. You must 
forward the relevant documentation for Scottish FA approval before the project commences.

11. We require that you take out and maintain index-linked insurance cover against loss or 
damage to the facility due to all risks including storm, tempest, fire, aircraft, explosion, 
earthquake and, where appropriate, impact by vehicles including own vehicles. Within one 
month of the completion of the project we need written evidence that an appropriate policy is 
in place.

12. We need to satisfy ourselves that the project is operating in accordance with the Scottish FA award.  We will therefore be asking you to report on, among other things, the extent to which the project aims, and objectives and usage targets have been met. Therefore, you should take steps to monitor the impact and success of the project so that you can provide us with the relevant evidence.

13. In instances of an award made directly to a football club or community anchor organisation, the lead applicant organisation must provide details of the proposed management structure of the facility, for Scottish FA approval. Once agreed, the arrangements for management of the completed facility should not be changed without Scottish FA prior written approval.

14. If you sub-let the management of the facility, the contract you enter into with the operator 
must protect any award between the Scottish FA and yourselves.

15. You must provide us with evidence of your organisation’s security of tenure arrangements 
through either ownership of the facilities or by way of a lease/access agreement for the 
duration of an award. We require to be satisfied with the terms of the missives, disposition, 
lease or access agreement and for the agreements to be finalised to Scottish FA approval before any payment of award can be made.

16. If at any time throughout the duration of an award you propose to raise a mortgage from or 
grant a security or charge over facilities supported by a Scottish FA award, whether land, buildings or other assets, you will require Scottish FA prior written approval. This approval may be granted or 
withheld at Scottish FA sole discretion.

17. You will be responsible for the repair, maintenance and eventual replacement or renewal of 
the facilities provided with the help of the Scottish FA award. Before we issue a letter of authorisation to proceed with the project you must provide us with written confirmation that you will undertake 
a programme of maintenance and repair in order to safeguard the asset and will replace or 
renew the facility when it becomes necessary.
 
18. An award will become repayable to the Scottish FA and any future payments stopped, where your
organisation:
· ceases to operate, or is declared bankrupt, or is placed into receivership or liquidation, or an 
Administrator is appointed to it. 
· fails to apply the award for the purposes for which it is provided or fails to complete the project in accordance with the approved application.
· fails to complete the project.
· fails to maintain the facility in accordance with the agreed Maintenance Plan.
· has completed the application form fraudulently, incorrectly, or misleadingly.
· has acted fraudulently or negligently at any time during the implementation of the project.
· has commenced work on the project by way of contract or start on site prior to authorisation.

19. Payment will be made either by phased payments during the implementation of the project, or 
in full, paid on receipt of certified claims supported by original invoices/certificates (photocopies cannot be accepted) in either hard copy or electronic form.  Interim payments will be calculated in the ratio of Scottish FA award to total project cost or eligible project cost, as appropriate. We will copy any original invoices, etc and return them to you.

20. Appreciating assets may not be sold at any time without Scottish FA prior written permission. 
When such assets are sold, the seller must take steps (and be able to demonstrate that steps have 
been taken) to ensure that a proper market valuation is achieved.

21. In the event of the sale or disposal of the asset or goods acquired through Scottish FA funding, Scottish FA share of the proceeds shall be in direct proportion to the share of the project cost originally met from Scottish FA funding.

22. You are required to operate an Equal Opportunities Policy where no one is denied the right to 
equal access to your facilities on the grounds of age, race, creed, colour, gender, disability, 
occupation, religion, sexual orientation or political persuasion or marital status or having or not 
having dependants.

Further, we need to be satisfied that there is equality of opportunity in terms of the playing rights and the rights of members to attend general meetings, vote and hold office. This policy must form part of the Constitution and will apply for as long as the applicant body, or its successor organisation, exists. Changes can only be made to the Constitution with Scottish FA express written permission.

23. All clubs, trusts, etc which are not Public Bodies must have in place or adopt a Winding-Up or 
Dissolution Policy. The policy will identify the organisation or organisations that will receive 
any profit or surplus upon the winding-up or dissolution of the Club, etc. The recipient organisation will be of similar nature to the Club, be approved by us and will not alter at any time without Scottish FA approval. This policy must form part of the Constitution and will apply for as long as the applicant body, or its successor organisation, exists. Changes can only be made to the constitution with Scottish FA express written permission.

24. You are required to adopt and operate a Child Protection & Wellbeing Policy. This 
policy must form part of the Constitution and will apply for as long as the applicant body, or its 
successor organisation, exists. Changes can only be made to the constitution with Scottish FA 
express written permission.

25. Certification and Data Protection
The UK Government’s financial directions to the Scottish FA require us to obtain from applicants’ whatever information may be necessary to safeguard funds and carry out random validation checks. For the Scottish FA to process details properly, it is important that you ensure the details provided are correct. If details are provided whereby the application has been completed fraudulently, incorrectly or misleading material has been put forward, the application will be invalid and you will be liable to return any sums already paid out by us, with any offer being formally withdrawn.

The Scottish FA will use and process information in accordance with the requirements of the Data Protection Act 2018 (b) the UK General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and (c) the Data Protection, Privacy and Electronic Communications (Amendments etc) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019.The information you provide us with may be held on files, both paper and electronic. We will use this information to process applications and grants, to prepare statistics and to monitor and evaluate effectiveness of both individual grants and Scottish FA investments. Please note that by signing the application form you are giving explicit consent for the data collected about you and/or your organisation to be recorded, processed and used for the purposes outlined above or for any other legitimate reason. Please visit https://www.scottishfa.co.uk/privacy-notice/ to view our Privacy Notice. 

If you have any questions regarding your application, please email clubservices@scottishfa.co.uk in the first instance and one of the team will respond to your enquiry as soon as practicably possible.
