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Figure 1: number of minors used in the big-5, by league (2009-2023)

I B Ligue 1 (FrRa) 119
I B Serie A (iTa) 82
- Premier League (ENG) 71
™™ Bundesliga (GeR) 70
== laliga(esp) 65

Figure 2: number of minors used in the big-5, per year
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TEAMS LIKE REAL SOCIEDAD & PSV ARE
HEAVILY OUTPERFORMING THEIR WAGE BILLS

UEFA Champions League make QF probability based on team quality and wage bill (relative to opponent)
. Based on Team Quality . Based on Wage Bill
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£ Millions, Including add-ons regardless of their actual receipt

- Filter by country (ex: ENG)
516 % SLBenfica 30 182 335 65 A
376 in AFC Ajax 36 119 257 68
370 ﬁ Olympigue Lyonnais 32 185 185 50
364 d4) Real Madrid 28 160 203 56
347 Chelsea FC 28 41 307 88
325 if AS Monaco 18 261 64 20
306 £ sporting cP 3 189 117 38
256 § Tottenham Hotspur 23 89 167 65
254 @) Manchester City 27 49 205 81
250 @ Atalanta BC 34 123 127 51
249 E2 RB Salzburg 18 46 203 82
248 #= PSV Eindhoven 22 61 187 75
228 w CR Flamengo 27 66 162 71
223 il River Plate 30 80 143 64
221 é FC Porto 19 91 130 59
218 W, Real Sociedad 6 102 116 53
214 #3 Bayer Leverkusen 11 76 137 64
212 @ Poaris stGermain 27 37 175 82
203 [ Aston villa 11 15 188 93

199 I%1 Liverpool FC 19 108 90 46 =


https://football-observatory.com/WeeklyPost446
https://football-observatory.com/WeeklyPost446

UYq6 Wl WOYqecHOGWWneHqY! WRY WagdéJW YOG WUWadcecaqlt 2 H#HE WGH ¢
bl ¢qun! WYnle WHGe AOWS UWYn Wa 6 1) Wejads K 0t Y D W6 Re WC
Ue 0 B3] WY mAL AR SRl RAGRUE A Y ¢ A Leud TI@eI@mt YIWé ¢t W Gl RVOHIL
Eel YGUWROW RORGE! W RAWT WHY2Uql RIJF AWnVYe O Wwe Wi Rt qF
3UcURRcOW 2t q¢ct®UCHRORq! WY We WHGeHA

p N6UW3Nel W6WET+ WYNWERY qqRt 6 WHG 21Hd tR+AAAIGE N Wi 2 + 137
cUl #6¢UT Rt RUNDWet WadWWaeRUWs ¢!+ WqYWRUAI et U
p N6URI WEel YGUWcUWHRY2Uql Gél gt Ws 31 WWn YHet 3T WY O LW

GeRUWs ¢! WqYWRUATI et yW 20302 13W ql Wehat 1o
NSFINE o LINE afée HAG Y s A WRcYHipIUdg é RIJII2ISDE Y o 1JW6 ¢+ WwWnl Ys UL
COOWYaqae 1l WnY!l Gt WwWYnwl 1@20%0 2w IFRMI | e RY O WY 2 31 We W3 2 K
b Wwe wryY Ut Whue 3UBRRXAWT 21 RUNWYel WHYUt eliqecqRYUL ARG 2 F
RU210t qGUUqWRULWN ¢ A#RU R aRAE 19HG aid 10 IRA QA LG WE ALY 166 WH 10KE R UL
HY2 Uq U3 Ge U diRiasticie tlWI Wa 6 ! W ¢ 20W0YqnyYret JT WY UWe Wa Y
Tw2RaYGaWUqWYnWw! YaUNRWGae! It 1O

] R20W6 WWTMEWHRY! | WacqRYUWAWgs JWOWA2T nWqWwe OT WGWI
semwl WaVywe W RIRURE 6 13T WH! #HadWYnw WRU21t qa WUqsALWs 6
| R2¢ it WRUWEe |l YCW¢ UWHYGGUqRQRYUWY 2 131 WaRE IO

Transfer income as a % of total income has soared elsewhere Transfer income has grown much faster than other types

Transfer income as a % of broadeast + matchday + commercial + UEFA. Comparable Average growth in income stream, 2019 vs. 2014, Scotland and comparable countries
countries: AUT, CRO, SUL, ISR, SRB, NOR, DEN
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Transfer proceeds as a % of club revenue
Leading European first divisions, 2014 vs 2017

Country 2014

Croatia
Ukraine
Belgium
Greece

Italy

Portugal
Germany
France

Netherlands

England
Turkey
Russia
Switzerland

Spain

Scotland

Average

75%
30%
24%
25%
38%
63%

9%
12%
26%
12%

7%
11%
25%
22%
16%
26%

Source: UEFA Club Football Landscape Reports

2017
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Change

38%

Scottish clubs have generated less transfer income from the sale of domestic players than other comparator countries since 2020

Transfer income from

Transfer income from sale of domestic

120

100

80

60

players (€m)

40

20

the sale of domestic players (€m), selected countries with under 10 million population
107
94
82
79 81
66
62
[ =
51 50 50
43 42
34 35 33
30 33
25 23
20
14 13
4 .
2012-2015 2016-2019 2020-2023

Total Income €m

Croatia 236
Norway 12
Switzerland 228
Austria 146
Denmark 162
Serbia 136
Israel 61
Im Scotland 76
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While Section 1 highlighted the clear incentives for any club which focuses on making an effective youth
development system a central part of their overall strategy®lJ Haqg RY U LU= Ws RGO Wn YHe+ WY U Wh q¢
Scottish football. Several data points highlight the extent of this problem.

?

The transition to 15t team football requires ability, attitude and opportunity. The phrase, ‘good enough, is old enough is often quoted however, analysis suggests that some
leagues (clubs) provide more opportunities (competitive match minutes) to young players (2004-07). Considering the financial limitations of some clubs, why do so few

younger (academy) players get minutes? A question that potentially grows larger in Scotland when you look at where most clubs record sales come from...

oy

N
§
3
‘\‘. e

gam

4 25 118 233

naus
X @c_campbell1s 266 739 1,865 2,483

Example lth 2 Y1t W NUIWf UndaklUHIWE GGYIl qza URq! e

This graphic compares leagues with different numbers of teams, therefore the total figure should be
divided by the number of teams to understand the average number of U20 minutes per team (below).

SHALPremt 578; English Premier League605; La Ligar 651; Danish Superliga 1,310; Eredivisier 1,645

N6l UnVYI DAWRqLW 6Yst Waécaqllgd JWe 2131 ¢ NIWalde & WRU W6 1JLWs
League), provides more minutes to players under the age of 20, than teams in the Scottish Prestig.

This highlights the fact that the problem we face is contextual to Scotland, rather than being a result of our

top division being too higtof a level for young players to feature.

As a direct comparison with a European country with almost identical population to Scotland, and an even
more competitive league structure (12 teams but with two automatic relegation places), the Danish
SuperLiga is second on the above graphic, with morban double the U20 player minutes. Once again, we
can see that the problem is Scottish in nature, rather than being down to size of population or league.

Source: @c_campbell18 via X / Transfermarkt Data
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On the right we have provided the percentage of minutes by percentage of minutes played by U21 footballers
U21 players, per team, in th&sPFL Premiershiigo far in the Domestic league matches, 03/04/2023 - 02/04/2024

2023/24 season.
Select -:-p:ql SCO (Premiership) v
Below we have selected the Croatian and Danish tefers
. L . . . u21 ¥ Club u19
due to being similar in population and being even more
competitive in league structure (10 teams in Croatia, 12 171 @ Motherwell FC(sco 36
teams with two automatic relegation places in Denmark). 134 B Dundee Fe (sco 0.0
o _ 12.4 & Hibernian FC (sco) 1.5
As we can see, S|gr.1|f|cantly more young .player minutes have 05 5 Kiimamook FC (sc0) .
been accumulated in comparable countries. =
6.1 @ Ross County (SC0) 1.6
To further illustrate what was discussed in Section 1 of this 5.8 & Heart of Midlothian (sco) 05
report, Dinamo Zagreb and FCopenhagenhave both 57 &, st Johnstone FC (sc0) 1.0
accumulated more U21 player minutes than any Scottish 55 @) Rangers FC (sco) 02
club this season, Both are reigning champions of their league - @ Aberdeen FC (sc0) 01
and participated in European competition (wittCopenhagen 5 & StMirren FC (sc0) 05
qualifying to the knockout stage of th&JEFAChampions 0.9 @ Celtic FC (sCo1 03
League)'. This ggaln shows. that the lack of mlr?utes for young 01 . Livingston FC (sc0) 00
players in Scottish football is not because playing young
players results in worse performancebecause of thesize of
our country, or because of the structure of our leagues
U21 v Club u19
b2t v Club v 26.9 FC Nordsjeelland (0£N) 6.9
239 .ﬁ Lokomotiva Zagreb (cro) 5.3 247 @ FC Kobenhavn (DEN) 75
18.6 %) Dinamo Zagreb (CRO) 0.1 23.4 @ Odense BK (DEN) 11.1
183 D NK Rudes (cro) 0.4 20.4 A Lyngby BK (0EN) 15
16.7 €3 Hajduk Split (cro) 2.8 18.4 @ Randers FC (DEN) 25
142 NK Osijek (CRO) 24 17.1 @ Viborg FF (DEN) 0.3
11.0 . HNK Rijeka (Cro) 0.0 15.6 T Vejle BK (0en) 13
9.6 @ 1stra1961 cro) 0.2 8.9 & silkeborg IF (DEN) 0.1
91 & HNK Gorica (cro) 0.9 8.2 © Fc Midtjylland (oen) 01
8.8 & Slaven Belupo (cRrO) 1.1 4.9 @ Hvidovre IF (DEN) 1.9
a1 NK Varazdin (cR0) 0.5 1.9 B AGF Aarhus (0EN) 0.2
17 B Brondby IF 0en) 11

Source: CEIS Football Observatory



Example 31 Comparison with Top 5 Leagues

In the above table, we can see that only 3 of the 12
clubs involved in the Scottish toptier achieved
higher than 10% of player minutebeing played by
U21 footballers.

In the table on the right, we can see that a humber of
clubs are able to achieve this, even when competing
in the Top 5 leagues.

f OrGe21 U7 WRULWq6 R WG RE a W

clubs.

This once again shows that Scottish football is
significantly behind on young player minutes, even
compared to leagues of a much higher standard,
and to clubs which face more intense fan and media
pressure for results.

Source: CEIS Football Observatory

Percentage of minutes played by U21 footballers

Domestic league matches, 03/04/2023 - 02/04/2024

Select -> | European big-5 leagues v

U21 ¥ Club u19
26.8 @ RC Strashourg (Fra) 23
232 ﬁ Olympique Lyonnais (FRA) 6.0
220 @ FcBarcelona (esp) 9.0
16.5 & Brighton & Hove (ENG) 6.4
15.6 @ Valencia CF (EsP) 0.7
14.2 @) GironaFC (Esp) 0.1
132 @ FC Lorient (Fan) 2.9
13.1 @ Toulouse FC (FrA) 9.1
12.0 % FCMetz(Fra) 16
12.0 ## RB Leipzig (GER) 0.0
11.8 & Manchester United (enc) 3.3
1.1 Chelsea FC (ENG) 1.0
107 @ stade Rennais (r2) 7.3
10.6 @ Borussia M'gladbach (GER) 0.2
10.6 €2 LOSC Lille (Fra) 7.0
10.1 & Bayern Miinchen (GeR) 1.9




Example 41 Market Value of Young Scottish Players

The market value of Scotland’s under 23 players is just £88m, putting them 24" in Europe and 9™ among countries with
<10 million people

Market value (£m) of under-23 players, top 30 European countries. Market value as estimated by Twenty First Group player valuation model

Spain
France
England
Germany
Netherands
Portugal
laly
Belgium
Denmark
Ukraine
Turkey
Austria
Russia
Croatia
Sweden
Poland
Republic of Ireland
Switzerland
Norway
Georgia
Czech Republic
Romania
Hungary
Scotland
Serbia
Iceland
Greece
Slovakia
Wales
Finland

932

761
713
430
431
338
300
298

Ovwer 10 million population

m Under 10 million population

YaqcHO! AWqé IWacl t DgqW2ecdeJWYnW! YaUNWERYqqRt 6 WGT ¢! 1JI
nations, but also than comparable countries with less than 10 million in population, who are not
ql ¢T RqRYUc¢Gd! WeRUWI 1381 U eptHssid Rdiohs dncludibl: Repulditlbf IreldmE, 2 | Y G1JK
Norway, Georgia and Hungary.

This shows that Scotland is not only falling behind the top nations in player development, but also behind
nations that we should realistically expect to compete against.

EVel Hpd iz NE
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Example 57 Starts in UEFA Club Competitions

... but are 315 in terms of starts in UEFA Club Competitions

Total starts by nationality in UCL, UEL, UECL, 2021/22 and 2022/23 seasons

Scotland are ranked 17 in Europe in FIFA’s rankings...

Total points, FIFA Rankings, September 2023

France 1841 France 1583
England 1794 Spain 1561
Belgium 1793 Portugal 1120

Croatia 1748 Netherlands 1109

Netheriands 1743 Serbia 1078
Portugal 1729 Croatia 1059
Italy 1727 England 992
Spain 1711 Denmark 954
Switzerand 1654 Germany 943
Gemany 1638 Norway 484
Denmark 1607 Austria 831
Sweden 1539 Italy 822
Ukraine 1538 Czech Republic a0z
Austria 1537 Ukraine 738
Serbia 1529 Belgium 674

Poland 1525 Sweden 660
Scotland GGG 1523 Switzerland 505
Hungary 1518 Bosnia and Herzegovina 588

‘Wales 1511 Israel 581
Czech Republic 1500 Montenegro 505
Russia 1496 Slovenia 499

Turkey 1475 Slovakia 498

Norway 1471 Turkey 477
Romania 1448 Republic of Ireland 474
Slovakia 1443 Poland 462

Greece 1437 Finland 442

Finland 1418 Romania 428

Republic of Ireland 1416 Ieeland 411

Slovenia 1405 North Macedonia 409

Albania 1377 Albania 393

Bosnia and Herzegovina 1370 Scotland 386
North Macedonia 1363 Georgia 383
Iceland 1352 Greece 374

The above table shows that while Scotland ranks T Europe in the current FIFA rankings, which is
partially a reflection on the strength of the starting 11, we are 3in terms of players starting in UEFA Club
Competitions, which shows that we are producing a significantly lower volume of players who playing at
the highest levels of the game.

Once again, Scotland not only falls behind the top European nations in this regard, but also countries with
considerably smaller populations, such as:

Bosnia (circa 3.5m)
Montenegro (circa 600Kk)
Slovenia (circa 2.1m),

North Macedonia (circa 2m)
Albania (circa 2.7m)

Iceland (circa 380k)

B nd countries without significant football success in recent decades (for example Norway, Israel,
Slovakia, Finland).

Notably this data also shows that quality of facilities, infrastructure, lack of resource and lack of footballing
SR qYIl wel JWOYqWaédJWneHqY!I + W 3t GYUt RAGUWNY! WEHYqi¢
mentioned above.
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Example 6 TU23 Minutes Across All Levels

Finally, the above graph shows that Scotland falls behind in young player minutes against comparable
countries at all levels of the game. This contradicts statements made during ooonsultation within

Scottish Championship clubs, which indicated their belief that their league was aggregating a high number
of young player minutes, and that the issue existed only within the Scottigtremiership.
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